RABB! A. LEIB SCHEINBAUM VISITS BALTIMORE

By Avi Tannenbaum

It was Baltimore’s distinct treat over Shab-
bos Parshas Mishpatim to host Rabbi A. Leib
Scheinbaum, the National Director of the He-
brew Academy of Cleveland’s Living Memo-
rial Project, author of the popular Peninin al
HaTorah series for more than two decades
running, and acknowledged speaker and au-
thor. And it was Rabbi Scheinbaum’s treatise,
The World That Was: Ashkenaz - The Legacy
of German Jewry 843-1945, Survival and
Perseverance in Defiance of Prejudice and
Adversity, that spurred Kehillas Ashkenaz of
Baltimore to invite him as a visiting scholar.

The three-year-old minyan, deeply com-
mitted to preserving the centuries-old Ger-
man-Jewish Orthodox tradition, presently
convenes at Baltimore’s Shomrei Emunah
Congregation for- Friday evening and Shab-
bos moming davening. The minyan, under
the direction of its energetic founder, Mr. Al-
exander Weil, has sponsored highly-regarded
authorities on minkag Ashkenaz to speak at
Shomrei Emunah as scholars-in-residence.
Last year, it hosted Rabbi Binyomin Shlomo
Hamburger of Bnei Brak, founder of the Ma-
chon Moreshes Ashkenaz (Institute for Ger-
man Jewish Heritage), as well as Dr. Elliott
Bondi, 4 recognized authority on the teach-

- ings of Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch and the
Ashkenazic mesoral,

Rabbi Scheinbaum davened with Kehillas
Ashkenaz over the Shabbos and spoke in sev-
eral-venues on the minyan’s behalf. At a Fri-
day night onreg at the home of R’ and Mrs. Yo-
sef Wiener, Rabbi-Scheinbaum focused on the
life and work of Rav Yechiel Yaakov Wein-
berg ="t (1884-1966), the baal! Seridei Eish,
the last rosh yeshiva of the Rabbiner Seminar
in Berlin and a Slabodka tafmid. Many of his
talmidim were murdered by the Nazis, ymr "'si,
and he did not have children. Therefore, Rabbi
Scheinbaum feels a particularly strong per-
sonal achrayus to disseminate the work of the
Seridei Eish.

Kehillas Ashkenaz arranges a shinr and
kiddush each week following the conclusion of
its Shabbos morning davening. Rabbi Schein-
baem, who personally comes from a nusach
Sefard background, remarked that there was
an aura created in the room that was already
palpable even before Ashrei at the Friday
Minchah. There was a sense that something
special, different and uniqué was taking place
behind the closed classroom door. With the

chazzan clearly identified by a distinct daven-
ing kaepchen, and the hakpadah on traditional
nusach and niggumim, one could imagine him-
self in a shnl in Frankfurt or another German
city well more than one hundred years back

in tire. He encouraged the minyan members

to imagine that in the room with them are the
likes of Rabbiner Hirsch and Rabbi Dr. Jo-
seph Brewer, for-
the minyan -
mains faithful to
the davening of
yesteryear, which
combines a strong-
sense of purpose
with attention to
every nuance of
the Ashkenazic lit-
urgy.

Rabbi Schein-
baum’s remarks
at the Kiddush
covered two oth-
er critical and instructive points. The subtle,
low-key German davering, he said, reflects
the centuries-long hardship through which the
German Jewish citizenry lived. Having known
those pertlous times, the essence of conven-
ing to daven is to speak simply and sing to
the Creator; fanfare and wild gesticulation are
not necessary. Rabbi Scheinbaum then dwelt
on what it means to be a visionary in the To-
rah vely, citing such luminaries as Rav Aharon
Kotler, Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, and
Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch. A visionary
thinks on a large scale and in dramatic terms
- from the very inception of his idea. Just as
a Rav Aharon Kotler envisioned not tens, but

thousands, of boc/nrim leaming in an upstart

yeshiva in a New Jersey town decades ago, so
too was it the plan that a Rabbi Breuer could
build a magnificent transplanted kefiillal on
New York's shores. Likewise, the Kehillas
Ashkenaz minyan in Baltimore can expand
enormously if the members continue to relent-
lessly pursue such a lofty goal.

Before Shabbos Minchah, Rabbi Schein-
baum spoke in the Shomrei main sanctuary.
That lecture was open to the entire comunu-
nity. He spoke about the value of teaching our
children and ourselves about our forebears
and the mesirus nefesh they exhibited to help
us appreciate their accomplishments, More-
over, it connects us with what they stood for
and the mesoral they have passed down to

Reb Alexander Weil, Rabbi A. Leib Scheinbaum
and Rabbi Yonah Sklare.

us. He recalled how his father would tell of
his experiences during the Holocaust and take
him to the cemetery to tell him about various
relatives buried there. Rabbi Scheinbaum also
related the importance that various gedolin,
such as the Chasam Sofer and the Chazon Ish,
attached to telling stories about gedolim. Fi-
nally, Rabbi Scheinbaum warinly praised Ke-
hillas  Ashkenaz
for maintaining
a mesorah that
dates back to be-
fore Rashi, there-
by  maintaining
the all-important
conpection  with
our past.
Shomrei
member Dr. Mark
Lustman  said,
*“Two things im-
pacted on me im-
mediately from
Rabbi Scheinbaum’s talk. First, it was a per-
fect lead-in to the memorial fecture we had last
night for Rabbi Bak, the first rov of our shuf;
that is, remembering the past and the vision of
Rabbi Bak for Shomrei and how this made us
what we are today. Rabbi Scheinbaum’s refer-
ences to Rav Mordechai Gifter were especial-
ly poignant, since he and Rav Bak were very
close. Incidentally, Rabbi Weinreb, our sec-
ond rov, would often speak about his “heroes’
- namely, the Tannaim, Amaraim and gedo-
fim of the past, with whom he interacted as.
he learned the pages of the Mishnah, Gemara
and other seforin. Rabbi Weinreb ‘brought the
gedolim to life’ in many of his drashos, and,
as Rabbi Scheinbaum implied, the inspiration
from these ‘encounters’ is extremely power-
ful. Secondly, my father z"I (as well as my
mother, may she be well) was also a Holocaust

survivor, and our Pesach sedarim consisted of

numerous stories of my parents’ experiences
in the Holocaust. Each year, we would ‘live
through’ their Yetzias Mitzrayim and this had a
tremendous impact on our lives.” '
Another Shomrei member, Mr. Alan Tara-
gin, expressed the message he took away from
the lecture: “One important point that Rabbi
Scheinbaum made was that by understanding
and appreciating our past, we will have the
tools to properly continue our special role as
the Jewish people in the future. He also em-

phasized that some liberal movements have’

denied their glorious past and by doing so
have endangered our future ability- to perform
the duties given to us by Hashem at Har §i-
nai.”

The melava malka st the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Avi Tannenbaum was the minyan’s
first such gathering, and its purpose was to
foster achdus for the like-minded devoted to
the Ashkenazic way, Rabbi Scheinbaum’s re-
marks for the last of his speaking venues in-
cluded vignettes about our past gedolim. He
included the inspiring story of Rav Shimon
Schwab z¢"/ in the aftermath of having had a
speech tragically misunderstpod by German
spies sitting in his s/l in Ichenhausen, Ger-

-many, during Hitler’s rise to power. Fearing

for his life and that he might be taken from his
home in the middle of the night to be hung,
Rav Schwab slept in his rabbinical garb for
six weeks. He did this because he felt it would
be dishonorable as a congregation’s rov to be
attired in anything less than the clothing befit-
ting his station in life and that he would not
be allowed to properly dress if roused by the
Nazis.

The Ashkenazic Jewish tradition is the cu-
mulative product of two millennia of brilliant
scholars and dedicated community leaders. By
publishing seforim expounding on the solid
hatachic foundations of the minhag and estab-
lishing new botei knesses, Machon Moreshes
Ashkenaz is revitalizing the spiritual treasures
of German Jewry. There are currently min-
hag Ashkenaz shuls affiliated with the Ma-
chon functioning in Bnei Brak, Yerushalayim,
Kiryat Sefer, Beitar, Baltimore, Brooklyn and
South Shere of Long Island, NY, with an ad-
ditional branch planned for Passaic, b’ezras
Hashem.

Rav Binyomin Shlomo Hamburger has de-
voted his life’s work to collecting, archiving:
and publishing materials pertaining to Ash-
kenazic Jewry’s historic, halachic and musi-
cal traditions. Born in Switzerland and raised
in Boei Brak, he founded Machen Moreshes
Ashkenaz in 1985. He has authored the wide-
ly-acclaimed series Shroshei Minhag Ash-
kenaz, edited the annual Yerushoseinu, and

‘recently released an updated and expanded

edition of Meshichei Sheker uMisnagdeiliem.
He recently published & monumental three-
volume study of the famous Yeshiva of Fiirth,
touching on many related points of masores
Ashkenaz.
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